Establishment of surgery satellite pharmacy services in a large community hospital.
Implementation of a satellite pharmacy serving the operating rooms (OR) and recovery areas in a nonteaching, 676-bed community hospital is described. Justification for proposed services are listed. Objectives and the steps taken in the implementation and maintenance of the services are described. Objectives were: (1) increased accountability of drug distribution and control; (2) improved accuracy in recording of patient charges; (3) improved accuracy in charting of medications administered; (4) adoption of a standardized anesthesiology medication system implemented on a kit-per-case basis; (5) enhancement of the pharmacy image through the improved provision of cost containing pharmacy services; and (6) promotion of improved patient care through a health care team approach.